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TO THE 


HONORABLE 


LADY BARBARA St FOHN. 


MADAM,. 

Pon Your Requeſt Thave adventured to appear in Pub- 
lick, and exfos'd that to common view, which T 

thought would never have gone farther tha my Study. 
Not to have yielded to your deſire es had been nncivility; and 
though T am ſenſible of the weakneſs of the Diſcourſe, yet to 
pleaſure Jon, T have reſoly 'd to deny my ſelf in that thing w2 call 
Credit and Reputation ; the rather becauſe in this Sermon I 
have prov'd it to be Vanity. T be Text was of your Daughters 
chooſing ; whether ſhe regarded the ſound more than the ſenſe, 
T will not enquire; but as the differ ent ſentiments of Divies 
about this paſſage, have allow'd it a place m the Catalogue of 
the ſublimer myſteries of the Goſpel ; So if T had had more time 
to view and corre my Comment, it miobt have come abroad 
more poliſh'd, and fitted more to the palate of the Age. That 

nicer men onal d hav? made the Scene of curious Speculations, 
Thave endeavour a to make as practical as T can, bee ſenſible 
that our work us to convert Souls, not to paint them. In an 
Aoze ſo looſe as ours, fo full of Vanity and Sin, we had need 


be very ſerious and earneſt with men to come away from theſe 
Tits, 
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The Epiſtle. 


Idols, to ſerve the Living God, and as this ſhall be my ſin- 
cere endeavour, while the Great Maſter of my Life is pleas'd 
to continue me in the ſtation Tam im ; So if Ican contribute any 
thing, either to your Ladyſhips, or your Relations Spiritual 
Advantage and Edification , it will be no ſmall Satisfa- 
Gin to | 


MADAM, 


Your LADYSHIPS 


Moſt Humble Servant, 


ANTHONY HORNECK. 


Rom. vill 
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Rom. vill. 20. 
For the Creature was made ſubjeFt unto Vanity, not willingly, 
but by reaſon of bim , who ſubjefted it unto the ſame 


in hope. 


| Epiſt'e, would almoſt juſtifie a Man's wiſh , for 
St. Punl's return to this valley of Tears, to explain 
7:5} them. As this Epiſtle hath occafion'd more differ- 

Y ences inthe World, than any other Book of Scrip- 
ture : Sy welſeem to want ſyme heavenly Interpreter, more z#- 
fallible than St. Peter's pretended Succeſſor at Rome, to com- 
poſe them 3 and yet I cannot deny,, but that by Prayer, and in- 
duſtry, and afliduous reading, and layinz aſide partiality, and pre- 
j:dice, and ſuperſtitious reverence to our education, and by at- 
tending to the ſcope and drift of the Writer, and the circum- 
ſtmnces he then was 1n, and the controverſies that vex'd the Church 
in that agez the mind of the Holy Ghoſt, though not in every 
particu/ar, yet in moſt things may be known to our comfort and 
ſatisfaction. 

In this Chapter the Apoſtle partly direFs the Roman Chriſti- 
ans, and partly comforts them, ſhews them their dxty, and their 
cordial; lets them ſee how they muſt be qualified, it they claim 
an intereſt 1n Chriſt Jeſus, and how much God ts conzera'd inthe 
midit of all their aftlictions, and perſecutions. 

In hts directions which reach from the 1. to the 16. ©. he ac- 
quaints them, That if they lay hold onthe love and favour; and 
merits of Chriſt Jelus, they muſt mind fpiritnal things more 
than temporal, change their baſs, and the ſpirit of God muſt be 
predominant 1ntheir fouls, goveratheir inward man, make all 


their paſſions ftoop, and all their defires bow to his command. 
; | B In 


HE Jv5r5n7z, or. things hard to be underſtood 1n this 2 Pet. 3: 16+ 
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In his comforts he is ever ſtately and magnificent, and doth as 
it wereempty Heaven, to bring the Bl: fled Trinity, and all the 
treaſures of that Glory down into their fouls, and having men- 
tion'd Heavens glory, the reward of all troubled and weary 
ſouls3 he knows not how tu oe large and copious enough upon 
{o rich, ſoilluitrions a Subject : And therefore by way of a Pro- 
foporez or Figure, whereby we aſcribe actions and poſtures of 
rational Creatures to things either inanimate, or ſenſitive, he 
brings inthe whole Creationlonging for that glory, as if the uni- 
verſe {ympat hiz'd with all the ſuffering ſervants of God, .and to- 
gether with them breath'd after that ſplendid manifeſtation 
of God's power, and majeſty, v.19. For the earneſt expeFa- 
tion of the Creature waiteth ſor the maniſeſtation of the ſons 
of God 3 and becauſe the more curious among the Chriſti- 
ans, he writes to, might ask how Creatures corruptible and 
vain come to pant after that glorious day, he in my Text lets 
them know that 1t1sthe great Commander of Heaven and Earth, 
that hath ſo ordered it, and intends to bring Light out of that 


- Darkneſs, and make that vanity they are ſubject to, ſubſervi- 


ent tO their future perfection. 

For the Creature was made ſubjedt unto vanity, not willingly, 
but by reaſon of him, who ſubje&ed it unto the ſame in hope. 

In which words we find, 1. A peremptorv aflertion of a fignal 
change made inthe Creature. The Creature was made ſubje& un- 
to vanity. 2. The manner of this change, cr rather the cauſe 
of it. Not willingly, but by reaſon of him, who ſubjeFed it unto 
the ſame. 3. Something which qualifies and mitigates that 
change, or vanity. It 3s ſabjeFed in hope, and of theſe in order. 

T. A fignal change made in the Creature. 

The Creature was made ſubje unto vanity. There 1s hardly 
any word in Holy Writ, that Expoſitors have toiled more to 
find out the meaning of, than that of Cre.tare inthe Text. Not 
to mention, that ſome by it have underſtood Mankind in general, 
others the Chriſtian World, others the Bletied Angels, who 
miniſter unto thoſe that ſhall be heirs of Salvation 3 ſome eminent 
men of late have undertaken tv make out, that the Apoſtle 
| means 
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means the Gentiles, or Heathens, which wereto be brought over 
to the Chriſtian Faith. But if we admit of this ſenſe, it muſt 
follow, that the Apoſtlein the foregoing Verſe, where he begins 
to ſpeak of the Creature, falls abruptly upon a new ſubject, 
which ſeems altogether improbable, that verſe being joyn'd by 
the particle FOR to v. 18. in which we have him comior- 
ting the afflicted Chriſtian with that glory, which ere long 
ſhould be revealed in him, and then immediately it follows, 
the earneſt expeFation of the Creature, &c. So that what is ſaid 
v.19. and inmy Text, muſt haverelation tothe ſame ſubject he 
had ſpoke of v. 16. and if by the Creature we underſtand 
all creatures in this viſible World, in a word, Heaven and Earths 
and the things that are therein, the coherence 1s elegant, and the 
ſenſe perfeft, eafie, and natural 5 and itisanargument, 2 mizorz 
ad majus, from the leſs to the greater : If the whole Creation 
hopes to be delivered from her bondage and oppreſſion, you 
may with far greater reaſon both look for a happy deliverance 
and comfort your ſelves with thethoughts of it. 

And indeed, he will ſoon be convinced, that the Creature 
was made ſabjeF unto vanity, that ſhall obſerve how much its 
gloſs, and beauty decay'd after the fall of Adam 5 how the Earth, 
that before was a ſtranger to all noxious herbs and plants, brought 
forth 7hi{tles and thorns now 3 how her former fertility was loſt 
in a diſmal barrenneſs, and the ground that before required no 
Iabour, would yield littlegow, but what Men forced and {quee- 
zed out of it by.the ſweat of their browsz how the Bleſſing that 
enrich'd and adorn'd it before, exſpir'd into a Curſe ; and Nature, 
which before knew no poiſon, no enmity to Man, degenerated 
now into Hoſtility, and from a friend became a foe 3 how her 
former lovely face is all disfigured with ſpots: and freckles now, 
and that which was all charm: to a rational ſoul before, is now 
becomean object, which few wiſe men, indeed none but fools 
delight inz how the Heavens which before diſpens'd their kind- 
ly influences to Man, and ſeem'd to beproud of the employment, 


ſoon after became Gods Arſenal, from whence he ſometimes 


fetches water to drown, as he did the firſt World, ſometimes 
B 2 fire 
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fire to conſume, as hedid Sodom and Gomorra, ſometimes hait- 
ſtones to 471}, as he did the Amorites, ſyumetimes winds to over- 
turn, as he did Fob's houſes 5 how the Creatures which were 
commiſtion'd only to feed, and cheriſh man, are now very or- 
dinarily made uſe of to puniſh him, and they that before ſerved 
him for the nobleſt uſes1n his integrity, at the beſt do now re- 
lieve him 1n his miſeryz how the Creatures > which before 
did reverently obſerveand bow to him, do noiy as often ſeize on 
him, asif Nature were inverted, and they had got the dominion 
over him, whoſe primitive right it was to have dominion over 
every living thing that moves upon the Earth; and how many 
things, which before might have made him truly happy, ſerve 
only now to make him an object of ſcorn to God and his holy 
Angels. So much of this change. 

Il. Themannerof the change, or rather the cauſe cf it. Not 
willingly, but by reaſon of him that ſubjeFed it unto the ſamc. 
Men and the Apoſtate Angelsindeed were made ſubject to vant- 
ty with their own conſent, and their own wilfulneſs. loſt them 
that glory they once cnjoy'd 5 but the other creatures in a man- 
ner againſt their wil!,becauſe it was no: for any fault of their own, 
but for Man's ſin that God doomed them toj their vanity 5 Crr- 
ſed be the Earth for thy ſike ({aith God to Adam) Gen.3.17. And 
that no man may think it ſtrange that the curſe of God ſhould 
light on things innocent and incapable cf finning , we muſt re- 
member that God in puniſhing the creatures with their vanity , 
puniſhed Man himſelf for whoſe uſe and ſcrvice chiefly they were 
created 5 asa Magiſtrate that confiſcates the offenders goods, in- 
flits Juſtice on the offender, and puts him in mind of the er-_ 
ror he hath committed, and of the injury he hath done to the 
publick : So that he that hath ſubjected the Creature unto vani- 
ty, is God, by whoſe juſt ſentence it came to paſs, that the Crea- 
tures all glorious before, became ſitable to Man's corrupt and 
miſerable condition, and were permittied tobe ſtings and thorns 
in hisſide, and ſo far from yielding true content and ſatisfaction, 
that they ordinarily lead to trouble and vexation of fpirit. 
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I will not here enlarge upon Adam's ſin, nor ſhew you what un» 
belicf, what pride, what contumacys what ingratitude, what 
want of love, what Apoſtacy may be diſcover'd init. We may 
be confident, God had reaſon for what he did, and that he ſaw 
the crimſon dye of the tranſgreſiion, which made him 1fſue out 
this ordcr, that upon this Great Princes fall, the whole Crea- 
tion ſhould go into Mourning. 

Ii. That which in a great meaſure qualifies and mitigates this 
Vanity, the Creature hath been ſuffer'd to fink into, is this3 
That it 1s ſirSjeFed in hope. God hath as it were endow'd the 
Creatures our eyes betinld with hopes of their reſtitution to 
their priſtine beauty, uſefulneſs and glory 3 Fer according to his 
promiſe we look ſor new Heavens and a new Earth, wherein dwel- 
leth righteouſneſszthe old Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, 
and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat; the old Earth alſo, 
and the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up, 2 Pet. 3.10. 13. 
Thus the Creature will one day undergo a kind of Glorification 
and participate of the ſplendor which ſhall encircle all righteous 
and ſandificd fculsz andas Gold in the fire 1s rechin'd, it's droſs 
purged away and comes Out more ſplendid thanit was before: $9 
the World that now lies under corruption, purified by that fir- 
ture fire, will put on a face more pleaſant and beautiful than 
new it hath ardletno man ſcoff at this aflertion under a pre- 
tence that the Earth at that time will be of nouſe, for good men 
will bein Heaven, andthe wicked in Hell, and conſequentlythe 
Earth will have no need of Renovation; for can any man be fo 
11 rational as to think that there 1s no ule of the Creature, but what 
confiſts1n eating and drinking and ſenſual pleaſure ? And though 
I will not ſay with Tertuilian, who favours the XG/enary opinton, 
that thenew Heavens and the new Earih will be 77 compenſatio- 
mem coriim, que in ſeculo vel deſpeximms, vel amiſimus , to 
make amencs for what we have either loſt or deſp1s'd in this 
World; yet how are we {urethat the glorified Saints ſhall be fo 
confined to that place we ſtrictly call Heaven, as not to de- 
ſcendupon this glorified Earth, which for ought we know will 
be fill'd with God's glory in a manner as much as Heaven, and 

will 
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will together with Heaven, make one great Theatre of bliſs and 
happineſs? And who knows but theſe triumphant Saints, as at that 
time they'll know things perfcaly, and ſee through a glaſs no 
more, are toread the wildom, and goodneſs, and bounty of the 
Great Creator in the ſeveral Creatures that ſhall adorn that new 


World > And this is that amzamizron;s myrwr, that reſtiſtution of all 


things, foretold of all the Holy Prophets ſince the World began, 


mention'd A@F.3. 21 
That this ſtately Fabrick of the World is to be at laſt conſu- 


med by fire, and whatever we ſee before usto beloſt in anuniver- 


fal Conflagration)is not only the import of the Apoſtles diſcourſe 
Here, but hath been the opinion of the moſt ancient Heathen 


Philoſophers, Pythagoras, Heraclitzs, Zeno, and of all the St9- 
Zc&s, who therefore talk'd much of an yon; , and ſeem to 
have receiv'd it by an immemorial tradition trum A414 himſelf; 
who as Joſephrs tells us, Propheſied that the World ſhould once 
be drown'd by Water, and another time deftroy*d by Fire. 
And this conflagration whereby the Wor:d ſhall be renew'd and 
reinſtated into its primitive ſplendor all the Creatures groas for, 
and travel as it were in pain together until now : to uſe the Apo- 
ſtles phraſe v. 22. with hopes to be deliver'd from the bodage of 
corruption, into the glorious /berty of the Children of God. 

Thus far the ſenſe of the words, which ſenſe I do the rather 
pitch upon, becauſe both Ancient and Modern Divines, ſome 
few only excepted, agree in't. And now what ſubjedt of dif- 
courſe can be fitter for this preſent occaſion, than THE VANITY 
OF THE CREATURE. 

Can we ſee a curious Fabrick here all broke to pieces, and a 
Creature that was made a little lower than the Angels, cut off 
before half herrace was run, and tumbling down as ſhe was go- 
ing up the Hill, and forbear crying out with Solomon, Vanity of 
vanities, all is wanity ® 

There are few men that pretend either to ſenſe or reaſon, but 
will freely acknowledg the vanity of all ſablunary Objects, and 
yet to lee them dote on things, which by their own confeſſion 


arefickle, inconſtanr, and unſatisfaCtory 3 toſee them hug this Va- 
_ nity, 
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nity, as if it were Mount $70, which ſhall never be moved) as 


Ha 


if 1: were therock of ages, againſt which the gates of Hell ſhall 

not be ableto prevail, would make any contemplative man bleſs 

himſelf, and wonder 

Qnis demon ſubiens precordia flammant 
Concitat, &* raptan tollit de cardine mentem : 

What evil ſpirit makes them aCt contrary to thoſe conviftions, 
croſs thoſe principles, g:'ve themſelves the he, and love ſuch 
contradiftions. But it'sno new thing to ſpeak well, and to act 
ill, andto makea learned Haranvgue of the emptyneſs and weak- 
neſsof things below, while the aff:Ctions are ſo ſet upon the 
World, that you had as good attempt to move the Pyramids of 
Eg ypt out of their places, as hope to diſentangle the heart from 
theſe bryars and thorns. | 

The great Idols of this Earth, Riches, Honors, Pleaſures, Life, 
Health, Children, &*c. which the World adores with prepoſte- 
rous Devotion, alas! what are they all but vanity in grain? 

I. Riches, when the Magnificent Cre&/74 ſat upon his Throne, 
deck'd with beaten Gold, adorn'd with a thouſand Jewels and 
precious Stones, he had the curioſity to ask So/ozz, whether he 
hadever ſeen a more glortous ſ{tght ? Yes Sir, faith Soloz, for I 
have ſeen Hens and Pheſants, and Par:ridges more glorioufly ar- 
ray'd than you. The Philoſopher ſaw the vanity of all this 
wealth and coſt, and langhe at it. The covetous man indeed, 
that So of the Earth, ſces with other eyes, and cannot think 
himſelf ſolidly happy, except he ſwims in Wealth : This is it en- 
groſles the ſecret wiſhes of his mind, and to have as much as 
other men, is that gis ſoul doth chictly long for : So havel heard 
a man 1n a Feavor wiſh for a cup of cold water, which when 
he hath obtain'd, hath prov'd his death and rnine. What happy- 
neſs doth the wretch fancy in a little ſhining clay ! He ſees no va- 
nity ingreat PolT:ſ1 51s, and he thinks that minliv'd like a God, 
that could ſay, Twi/! pull down my Baras and build greater, and rtucx2.19, 
there Twill beſtow all my ſruits and my goods : What ever other | 
men think of Nabal, he commends him, and calls that living like 
himſ-lf, whenhe ſcrapes what wealth he can together to feed his 
appetite and luxury. Have 
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Matth:23:27, Have not you read of whited Sepulchers, which indeed ap- 

| pear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead mens bones, 

and of all uncleanneſs ? So here there is a veil drawn over this 

olittering duſt, and the veil is painted and gaudy, and takes the 

eye; bur that man which hath courage to lifc it up and to ſee what 

15 underneath, will quickly find that theſe are things, which 

to day careſs their favourite, and to morrow make themſtlves 

wings and flee away 5 anc that they can neither preſerve the Body 

from diſaſters, for in deipight of all my Trealures Ligitning 

from Heaven may ſtrikethrough my fides and kill me, and Va- 

pours of the Eaith may mtect.my ſpirits and blow my life away, 

and ficknels may breed 1n my bones and rack mc=s5z nor afford any 

real content to the Soul , for when I fee a Judas tremble with 

his purſe full of money, and Gehaz? walk in tear while he brings 

home his talents of Silver, and an Alexander 1n the mid{t of all 

his opulency difſati-fied and tortured with Ambition, and Bel- 

ſhazzar with all is Golden cups *b out him, grow pale as Aſhes, 

and quake at the ſight of ihe faral hand 5 when I ſee how their 

outward plenty entices men to thit which will undo them, and 

how ſtrong a tempracton it proves to run away from him who is 

the proper center of thr Souls 5 how it doth teach men to fin, 

_ and fills their carnal minds with: cars, and carxings, and anxic- 

ties, makes Man, the noblcit work of the Creation, a flaveto J 

Duſt 3 dethrones his reaſon, thriufts him 1to Vaſlallage, and- | 

[05 4 trrnforms that part which isliketo Angels, in: 0 a beaſt, and cort- 
Ez 5n= {cquently prepares him for ſhame and confuſion in the end , and 

cevoruanrnr by degrees breeds in lim the Worm that dies not : What name, 
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11h.6. de Divg. what title can I beſtow upon it, but that of ghe Apoſtle, Deceit- 
ful riches, which lewd men into ſnares, and drown them in deſiru- 
Fionand perdition, 1 Tim.6.9. Not but that our of this Afercary, 
a wholeſom Medicine may bedrawn, and men may /ay wp iz ſtore | 
for themſelves a grod ſoundation agtinſt the time to come, that 
they may liy hold on Etern4 life > But v here one prepares an 
Elixir of it, thouſands makes nothing of 1t, but Sublimate, fo 
ſtrong a Poyſon, as doth not only kill the body, but Jays force 
on the ſou], makes it ſick to death, and which 1s ſtrange, for 
norte 
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Aonarch throws him down. Conſul Bibulas (urrounded with 


pleaſure obſerve how that ſpoke which was uppermoſt now, was 


movte carent anime, murther that part, which the great Creator 
hath bleſſed with immortality. 

IT. Honour, What a ſtir do men make about greatneſs and 
reputation inthe world, and what is it all but the breath of dy- 
ing men! He that ſees the ambitious clamber that Mountain, as 
if it were the Hill of God, and there lay the way to Heaven, 
would wonder what the man means to labour ſo hard, whenin 
g00d truth he only leaps to catch an atoz2 tumbling and playing 
in a Sun-beam. He ſtands on firm ground , and nothing will 


ſerve him but a ſlippery place, from whence the leaſt frown of a 


Acclamations and Fuge's knows not where he 1s, whether he 1s 
riding in his Chariot, or treading air : But ſee the ſad reverſe 
which waits on humane triumphs, while his fond thoughts and 
the numerous multitude, with their praiſes, ſwell him 'above 
himſelf, a Tileſtone falling accidentally from a houſe, puts an 
end to his life andall his glories together before he can reach the 
Capitol. Sejarns is honored like a God to day, to morrow 
kick'd by Scullions and Serving-men. . Beliſarizs that commands 
an Army this year, the next 1s forced tocry Date obolum Beliſa- 
rio, Pray remember the poor. It was therefore 1:genicuſly ſaid 
by one of the Royal ſlaves that drew Seſoſtris his triumphing 
Chariot 3 when the King asked him why he look'd back ſo often 
upon the Wheels 3 That he could not but with-a great deal of 


lowermoſt by and by, giving the haughty Tyrant to underſtand 
that he who wears a Crown to day, may handlea Spade to mor- | 
rYOW. a De 3eo St4-| 
Whereare the mighty Honorable men, who have made whole ##/s Peneri 
Nations tremble,and ſhook the habitable World into ſubjeftion? — = 
Was their dignity able to preſerve them from the burning Lake, aut /itus, ſed] 
or hath Vengeance been afraid to fling them into Hell, becguſe 3p 5,wm 4 
they were clad with Silk and Purple? So airy, fo tranſitory a ſent. Dema4 
thing muſt needs be vanity,” and to build upon't, is to make a 4 ſatue co 
e{t onthe waves of the Sea, which the leaſt angry Billow ſhat- 4 oi 


ters intonothing, What ſignifies a Chairof State while the Co- t4rcb. de Reg 
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Heck rages in my bowels ! Or what eaſe can my ſou! find by the 
bowing of athouſand knees, while my own muſt bow to pain 
and anguiſh! And indeed the greateſt Emperor makes no better 
duſt than the meaneſt (lave, and inthe Grave it's impoſſible for 
Aenippar to tell the Son of Japiter which was the Potter and 
winch the lofty Alacedonian Hero. 

Honor ! This is the Goddeſs to which Hecatombs are offered, 
end moſt of the Wars and battles that are fought, are hut to 
vindicate her cauſe. TFhis is it that tempts the rar of birth to 
ſacrifice himſelf, and eſtate, and family; and if his credit be 
ſullied never folittle, to waſh away the ſtain with his neighbours 
blood 35 and he that can ſee with what care and trouble popular 
applauſe and a changeable Princes favour is acquired, with what 
fearit's kept, what enemies 1t raiſes, what dangers it precipi- 
ratesit's Clients into, and how it cauſes them to prefer a pun@7- 
. tio of Honor before all the Laws of Heaven, and a great man's | 

{miles before the courtſhips of the Bleſſed Trizity, and makes 
them careleſs of that izcorruptele ſuperindumentum, the Cartha- 
giztan Father ſpeaks of, 7. e. of being cloathed upon with thetr 
houſe from Heaven, and regardleſs of that ſplendor and King- 
dom, which :he mighty Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him, hath to beſtow on thoſe that obey him more than men. 
Hel ſay,that can ſee all this,and fancy real and ſolid Bliſs in theſe 
Caſtles of air, muſt have a heart of lead, a ſoul altogether 1m- 
merſt in ſenſe, drown'din ſenſuality and it may more truly be 
ſaid of him, tkanof themanin the Goſpel, that travell'd from 
Jeruſalem to Jericho, that he is fallen among robbers, who have 
plunder'd him of his reaſon. | 

HI. Pleaſure. There 15 indeed'a pleaſure which arites from a ſe- 
Tious and conſciencious diſcharge of our duty to God and Man, 
wh:ch hath nothing of vanity in it, foritis. a ſceretaſte of Hea- 
ven, a elimps of Paradiſe, anda preface tothoſe joys which no 
eye hath ſeen, no ear bath. heard, no heart hath conceived. 
This pleaſure makes us men and partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture, Tis 1sthe water of /ife, whereof whoever drinks, (hall 
gcver, thirſt again after broker ciſtern which can hold no _ 
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This pleafiire hath ſubſtance in it, and the ſoul moves then in her 
own proper element,when bathing iu rivers of ſuch deligh:. This 
pleafure drops from above, and 1s reſtleſs till 1+ mingles again 
with thoſe Celeitia! joys, from which treaſury it's ſent into the 
ſoul. But the pleaſure which we condemn as vain, conſfiſts in 
oratifying the fleſh inall its extravagant wilbes and defires. This 
1s the ſenſual man's darling, and he deſpairs of any fatisfation 
except he can crown his days with Roſebuds, and walk in the way 
of his heart, and in the [rght of his cyes, and far his ſenſes, and give 
them that liberty and elbow- room they crave : So the Great S90- 
lomon thought, and tryedit, but found by fad experience that 
this was the way to the chambers of Death, Prov. 7. 27. 

Pleaſure, like the Harlot ſpoken of wv. 13. catches the heedlels 
Youngſter, ard ki/ſes him, and with an impudent face, ſays unto 
him, T have deck'd my bed with coverings of Tapeſtry, with car< 
ved Works,with fine linnen of Eg yþt 3 I have perſumed my bed with 
Myrrh, Aloes, and Cinnamon. Comelet us take our fill of Love 
until the morning 5 let ws ſoluce our ſelves with Loves, for the good 
man is not at home, he #s gone a long journeys he hath taken a bag 
of money, and will come home at the day appointed.” With her 
-wch fair ſpeech ſhe canſes him to yield, with the flattering of her 
lips ſhe forces him: He goes after her ſtraightway, as an Ox goes 
to the ſlaughter, or as a Fool tothe correFion of the Stocks, till a 
dart jirike through his liver 3 as a Bird haſteth to the ſnare, not 
knowing that it 3s for life. Like a fatal pit which ſome ſprea- x p,,.7 
ding flowers have cover'd and hid from the eyes of the unwary «i £70 
paſſenger, it fexypts, but kzls, laughs upon you, but gripes, in- Tx * 
vites, but betrays 3 it never offers hozey without a ſtivgz and if 775my me: 
it courts the weak finner with 23/k and batter ina Lordly diſh, 2:iv-v 5 
it is but to ſtrike a ail into his Temples, and to mingle that —_ _— 
milk with his blood. The Wine it preſents him with, is to bite Phils, = 
him like a Serpent, and when it ſhews him the blood of the Grapes 
ina Cryſtal glaſs, the intent is to ſting him like an Adder, Prov. 
22. Z1932s. 

What are theſe ſenſual delights but burthens to a rational ſoul ! 
Beaſts have greater enjoyment of them than we, Ls - 
C 2 di 
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diffr Gallant that courts them, and obtains his deſires , too often 
like AF eons is devoured by his own Hounds, and theRoſes he 
ſmells to leave. nothing but pricks behind them to wound and 
Poluptas ble tear his conſcience 3 And like Phalarzs that dangerous Hoſt, when 
pum pecoris eſt ] , : _——__ 
—__ they have feaſted him, they torture him, fill him with Tnfamy 
and Diſeaſes, with pain and poverty 3 and he that went joyful out 
comes mourning home, and 1is ready to curſe the day that he li- 
ſten'd to theſe deceitful $3rens,which did but fzg,firſt to Iull him 
| a{l:epand then to poiſor hims like Dalla, flatter'd him, that his 
ſtrength might depart from him, and asJ#dzth did Holofernes, made 
him drunk, the better to exerciſe their cruelty upon him. 
) Campanas H4innibal (a) that could not be overcome by arms, is overcome 
xwiaper- by pleaſure3 and he whom all the Romar forces could not weak- 
rn en, 1s made feeble by Jaxury. By this Rome it (elf fell 3 and long 
it. mvi- before, the Macedonian Empire periſh'd. This 1s it hath ruin'd 
um enim a!- Kingdoms 5 delſtroy'd the moſt flouriſhing Monarchies 3 and 
& 05/5" forein enemies have not done them ſo much harm as this inward 
bis complexa, and homebred adverſary. lian (b) tells a {trange ſtory of his 
__- Pardalzs, a beaſt of a ſweet ſcent, but dreadful ſhape 3 and as the 
3buit. Val. one attracts company, fo the other frights them.  Theretore to 
axe lib. 9. get prey to feed on, ſheretiresto a place which Nature hath a- 
) "£1:1, dorn'd with trees and buſhesz and there covers her ſelf with 
b.s. de Ani» leaves, ſo that her ſcent is only perceiv'd 3 but her body remains 
11464% unſeen. The wild Goats and ſuch other creatures ranging in 
the Wood, and delighted with the rich Perfume, approach, 
and now outleaps the mighty Murtherer, and leads the captive 
wretches in Triumph home. | 
Whether St. Chryſoſtome's Libyan Monſter be a fable or no, 
 Iwillnot diſpute, the moral I 1m ſurecannot be improper for our 
purpoſe. This Creature he repreſents to be of a ſhape partly Hu- 
mane, partly Serpentine : The upper part of its Body like a Wos 
man, its face beautiful, its skin white, 1:5 breaſts large, a ſtrange 
| livelineſs and briskneſs in its eyesz but the the lower part full of 
| Scales, and rough, ugly, and intratFatle, and its Tail like that 
' of a Viper, ſwift andrunning-very t.{t , having no voice but that 
| of a hiſs, laying force ou ail Animals 1t meets withal, _ 
| ans 
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Man, whom alone it decetves by guile and cunning for to him 
it threatens no danger, makes nonoiſe, fixes its eyes with ſome 
modeſty on the ground, now and then looks up to allure Man 
into its embraces, andif any be ſoignorantasto come near and 
handle ity it then leaps upon his back, and ſhoots its poiſon 
through his bowels, and whenhe fallsthe reſt of its companions 
come all 0:1t of their dens and help to devour ſo fair a prey. 

The application of theſe paſſages is eaſie enough, and who: 
ſees not that ſenſual pleaſure 1s that P.uxther and that Dragon, that 
in the end deſtroys the fond man, that 1s either delighted with 
i:s ſ/azel}, or with its glorious outfde, And here IT remember 
what the noble Plutarch ſaith, Pleaſure (Che means that plea» 
ſure which Luſt and Luxury affords) 1s a Brute, but not a Savage 
one 5 It tears indeed like a wild one, but doth not ſeem to beſos 
Didit appearin its proper colours, tt would be ſhun'd as Bears and 
Leons and there would be no d'fhculty in catching and killing of 
it 5 but coming in the habit of a friend,it doth both hurt and cheat, 
murthers by adulation, and while 1t pretends to give [iber#y, 
makes a priſoner of ths man 3 and enſlaves him to a Prodigy, 
the man doth not ſo mach by Pleaſure as ſe himſelf to it 5 
and his reaſon 1s turn'd out into exzlez and he ts baniſh'd from 
himfelf, tor it makes him venture upon the baſeſt, moſt childiſh, 
molt (ſneaking, and moſt impertinent actions, things below a man, 
and below thoſe excellent faculties he is endow'd withal, and like 
ſome 2! matured Phyſician, gives a pleaſant Potion and cures him 
for the preſent, keeps up his ſpirits, and ſupports him, that he 
may abuſe his body more, and venture uponnew diſeaſes. 

Xerxes kne'y what he did when he forbad the Babylonians the 
uſe of ar:5, and permitted them to give themſelves over to Wine 
and Women, and all manner of luxury. He was ſenſible this would 
emaſculate their vertue and make them objects of Scorn, who 
once hid made the moſt puiilant Monarchs tremble. Indeed 
this is it hich di/olves courage and makes the greateſt valour: 
#4:1t irito cowardice. It debaſes a Surdanapulys to a ſpindle, 
and roots out all ſexſe of greatneſs and ingenuity 2 Whatever con- 


ceits men have of it, inthe end it leaves them miſerable, and 1n- 
ſtead 
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ftead of pity, their neighbors cannot but laugh at them, as mach 
as the World did at the attempts of that Prince, who tired with 
variety of pleaſures at Land, had a mind to try their ſweetneſs ina 
moreunruly Element, the Sea. A Ship 1s built, liker a Palace than 
Mz. Tirius APeſſelz Here are erected Chambers for himſelf, there Apartments 
Diſſert 21. for his Concubines , a Garden is planted too, ſet out with Aro- 
matick trees and herbs, no ſplendor is wanting, nocoſt ſpared, 
all-the rooms dazle the SpeCtators eyes with the Gold that gli- 
ſtered there 5 The Fgyptians admire it, all are ambitious to go 
aboard of it 3 The mighty Veſle] being launched, the King en- 
ters, and while the Calm laſted, nothing could appear more glo- 
rious 3 Bur a boiſterous wind foon turns that calm into a tem- 
peſt, and now the vaſt bulk finks, and the World ſeems to 1ſuf- 
_ fer ſhipwrack 3 So that it may be truly ſaid of Pleaſure what was 
| has ſaid of the Honey that was given to Powpey's Souldiersz it drives 
'men into madneſs, and what they intended for their Cordial, 
proves their Death, and that which they hoped would have re- 
Freſh'd them, doth but intoxicate them, and the ſiveetneſs rurns 
into Gall and Wormwood. 
IV. Life. This hath in all ages bgen counted ſo azz a thing, 
that wiſe men have been ata loſs for words to exprels its vanity. 
A ſhadow, a dream, a bubble, a tragedy, a wheel, a vapour have 
been thought Epithets too great for itz and therefore ſome have 
# nnnvas, tocall it zothing. I confeſs I cannot but ſmile when 
I find what admirers of long life the Chineſes are, and what pains 
__ they taketopreſerve themſelves here on Earth from mortality. 
-—— It's pleaſant toread how one of their Kings being by ſome 7m- 
Ezped. «pud poſtor promiſed a cup of Liquor to make him immortal, would 
Sinas.Et Mar- by no means be diſcouraged from his ſtrong perſuaſion, that up- 
=—_— 5” onthe drinking of it he ſhould certainly be freed from death for 
| ever, tilla friend of his more, wife than he, ſnatched the cup 
from the place where it ſtood, and drank it offi The King migh- 
tily incens'd at the inſolence, immediately drew his Sword to 
kill him, to whom the Gentleman w3ttily replied : Either wpor 
the drinking of this Liquor, I am immortal, or Tam not If I 
ar, then in vain do you attempt to kill mes if T am not, you have 
reaſon 


"IF 
reaſon to thank me becauſe T have deliver'd you from a cheat. 
Which anſwer pacified the King, and made him commend his. 
friends prudence and fidelity. 

Yet, it ſeems ſo bewitching a thing is this defire of Immortali- 
ty here on Earth in that kind of men, that this very King not long. 
after that modeſt reprehenſion of his friend, attempted the im- 
poſſibility afreſh, and commanded a Houſe to be built of all 
ſorts of fragrant and odoriferous Trees, as Cedar, Cypreſs, Carm- 
phire, &c. The fcent whereof perfumed the Air for two or 
three miles together. In this Jarge and ſplendid PaJace, was 
placed an ample Beſoz, to gather the ſoft Dew that fell, in which 
dew, pearls were every day difloly'd, and from this rich draught 
the unwiſe King promiſed himſelf no lefs than Eternity on this 
fide Heaven 3 But his death which ſoon after follow'd, manife- 
ſted the folly of the attempt, and diſcover'd the vanity of the 
King, and of his/ife together. 

Where mea live in contempt of a better World, no marvel if 
they magnifie this preſerrt life and wiſh for the longevity of the an- 
cient Patriarchs, and would be glad if they might arrive to the 
age of Afethuſclah, but thele are ſickly deſires which their blind 
appetite cauſes, deſires as wajy as the life they praiſe, for in prai- 
fingthat, what do they commend but miſery and calamity! and: 
he that protraCts his age to ſome hundreds of years, doth but 
protract it toJabour and (orrow. Who can expreſs theinnumer- 
able diſaſtcrs, diſcontents, and vex ations life 1s ſubject and ex-: 
posd unto? We come cryivginto the World and go weeping out.. 
The various Maſters and Tutors we are forced to have white ., _ 
young and tender, Co but make us a better ſort of ſlaves ſoon _ — 
after our houſes and hearrs are fill'd with cares and contrivances, 
what we ſhall eat, and what we ſhall drink, and- wherewithal 
we ſhall be cloathed I' and theſe waſte our marrow.and the flame 
that burnsin our breaſts. Here an injury werecetve, torments 
us 5 Therealoſs we ſuſtain, affi:&sus. Here our endeavours are 
croſs'd 3 there our expeCtations diſappointed. Here our hopes 
decay in the bud 5 there the moſt promiſing flower in our Gar- 
den withers. Here a friend deceives us, there .an enemy purſues 

us,, 
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us, now a thouſand fall at our fide 3 by and by #ex thouſaud ar 
our right hand, we are neither free from the #erroz by night, nor 

| from the arrow that flies by day; we-have no ſecurity againſt the 

| peſtilence that walks in darkneſs, nor againſt the deſtruFion that 
waſtes at noon day; when one trouble is over, another comes, 

; and the wave we have. paſled, is ſeconded by another. The 

Joo 1.14 Meſſenger that brings us word, that the Oxen were plowing, 
& [4 and the Aſles feeding beſides them, and all on a ſudden taken 
away by the Sabears, hath no ſooner done ſpeaking, but ano- 

ther is ready to acquaint us, that the fire of God fell from hea- 

ven, and burnt up the Sheep and the Servants, and conſumed 

them : The words are hardly out of his mouth but another tells 

us aſad ſtory of the Chaldeans, that fell upon the Camels and 

carried them away, and when he hath finiſhed his dreadful 

news, the fourth comes running in with a meſlage, that a great 

wind from the Wilderneſs hath ſmote the four corners of the 

i houſe, and that it is fallen upon our Sons and Daughters, and 

| ®Cor. 11 26, they are dead. He that hath eſcaped per3/sl by land, ſoon is for- 

| ced to make a trial of perils by ſea; and to a deliverance from 
| Robbers ſacceeds a new danger from our own Conntrymen. 


| 
| Aﬀticat fortuna viros per bella, per £quor, 
| Iras inſidiaſque, catenatoſque labores 

| Mutandos ſemper gravioribus. 


| 
| Toh 29. 3-6. The Candle of the Lord that ſhines over our heads to day, ex- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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19-&6:31-4+ ſpires, may be, into darkneſs before the morrow3 and rhe rivers 
of oil, which the AKocks pour us out this hour, are turned into 

| ſtreams of blood the next 3 our root, which now 1s ſpread out by 
| the waters, by and by 1s dried up; and the dew that lay upon 
| our branch all night, before we are aware , changes into a 
j 220th to conſume what we have gathered 5 and he whoſe glory 
| was freſh in him this moment, 1s ſoon forc'd to cat up mallows 
| by the buſhes, and juniper roots for his meat; and thus the great- 
| eſt contrartieties plenty and poverty, love and hatred, peace and 
| anger, reſt and trouble, quietneſs and rage, right and wrong, 


Juſtice and injuſtice make up mans life 3 and what 1s all this _ 
a ſea 


| 
| 
k 


, CE 577 


vr If 


a ſea, where oppoſite winds continually blowing endanger the Ya. $mie: 


Ship, and the Paſſenger that is in it, and then ſure this muſt m_ PE 


be vanity. 

V. Health. This indeed is a Jewel which men paſs great com- 
mendations on , but it's 7conſtancy ſhews it's vanity , and he 
that truſts to it, relies but on a brokez reed, ona Sceptre of glaſs, 
and will ſoon be convinced, that like Aprzl weather it's daſhed 
and changed in the twinkling of an eye. If it be true what the 


Poet ſays, That of all creatures Nature hath produced, there is Hos: 


nothing ſo weak and tender, and infirm as man, he hath but 
ſmall encouragement to glory in his ſtrentgh : When a 
draught of -drink can diſcompoſe him, when a Fly can choak 
him, whena puff of peſtilential air can cauſe a Civil War in his 
conſtitution, when the leaſt diſorder can unſettle him, how 
little reaſon hath he to boaſt of the harmony and agreement of 
humours in his body 2 Hows ſhould he continue found long that 
hath ſo many enemies within, and without him, to ſhatter his 
carthly Tabernacle into duſt and atoms? Nothing for oughtI ſee 
deceives the unwary ſinner more than his ſtate of health, this 
tempts him to offer violence to his nature, and run out into ex- 
travagancies, and becauſe he feels no diſtemper for the preſent, 
he flatters himſelf with a perpetual freedom from it, goes on in 
his debanches , and while he pleaſes himſelf, that his nature is 
made of iron , he finds, when it is too Jate, that it is weaker 
than clay, and thus precipitates himſelf into perpetual groans 3 
one v. ould think he 1s weary of his health, and #zred with con- 
tinuing ſo long without a change one would think he hath his 
health given him for no other uſe, but to ſhorten it , and that 
he finds pleaſure in having 1t checkered with diſeaſes. 

Indeed Health is a thing of ſo nice a contexture, and heat 
and cold muſt be mingled and tempered to that degree, and 
the Scales muſt hang ſo even, that we may juſtly wonder, that 
ſo many men enjoy it, and that they enjoy it ſo long asthey do. 
What can we juodg of ſo curious a frame, in which ſo many 
{lender wheels and veins do move, but that the leaſt jog ſhould 
put the Clock out of order, and (pail the muſick, which is ſo 

| D pleaſing 
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pleaſing and raviſhing to the ear ? There is but a paper- wal be- 
twixt health and ſickneſs, and how ſoon may thzt wall be bro- 
ken down, and the fair Summers morning turned into clouds 
and rempeſts © | 

How have I known men hug themſelves for carrying a ſound 
mind 1n a ſounder body, and whar care have they taken to pre- 
ſerve it ! They have ranſacked Nature for reſtoratives, forced 
Metals into Spirits, diſlolved Minerals into Antidotes, diftili'd 
Herbs and Plants into a quinteſlence 5 pounded Pearls into 
Powder, uſed themſelves to ſuch a diet y eaten their meat by 
weight, avoided the coldneſs of the air, ſhun'd thoſe diſhes 
that might tempt them to a ſurfeir. But alas ! in delpite of all 
their care, maugre all the preventing Medicines they have uſed, 
how hath a diſtemper they neither feared, nor dreamed of, 
ſeiz'd on their limbs, and deliver'd them up to the King of tcr- 
tors , and unexpectedly ſent them to their long home, from 
whence there 1s no returning ? 

Meer fancy fometimes breeds diſeaſes, and the fight of a diſ- 
figured face cauſes an illneſs, which brings as great a disfigure- 
ment upon the ſpectator 5 if we may believe men that have made 
obſervations of that nature , the very looking on ſore eyes will 
cauſe an inflammation in our own, and fitting on the ſeats of 
perſons diſeaſed will bring the ſame diſtemper into our bones 
ang how many are the daily accidents which cruſh the healthieſt 
bodies into the greateſt pain and anguiſh! How doth death ar- 
reſt a Samſon with all his vigour and fortitude about him, and 
how little 1s ſickneſs afraid to enter into rooms where the vart- 
ous Gdours ſeem to be intended as {pells to keep out the Enc- 
my 2 lo that it may be ſaid of health, as of Jozas's Gourd, ic 
comes up in a night, and periſhes in a night, Jo. 4. 19. zad 
thoſe with whom it continues longer, are every hour 1n danger 
of lofing it. 

VI. Children. See how the fond Parent dotes on thoſe Pz: 
Fures, and how enamoured he is with thoſe Repreſentatives of 
his perſon! one would think he had found cut ſomething that 
will ſatisfie the great ſoul of man, and lighted upon that which 
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can give an immortal ſpirit true and ſolid ſatisfaftion. See how 
he views theſe /zvely 3-zages of himſelf, as it he had eyes for no 
other uſe but to look on them , and how his ſoul ſeems to be 
bound up with theirs ! But while his ſparkling eyes convey, and 
ſhoot all their rays on theſ: Darlings of his affeftions , grim 
death, unmannerly as it is, a ſtranger to reſpect of perſons, ſteps 
in, marrsall his triumphs, and ſnatches the Fondlings out of his 
hands. | 
How have I ſeen a tender Mather carry her Babe in her 
arms, feed him with her breaſts, dandle him 1n her lap, and 
embrace the comely boy with a love as ſtrong as death, and 
which many waters cannot quench ! ſhe breeds him up, watches 
his ſteps, her eycs are over him, and like the Angels of God, 
ſhe preſerves him 1n all his ways, and with his age her affe&ion 
grows, and ſheis concera'd for his welfare, ſhe ſtudies how to 
advance him, plots how to make him great, rejoyces to hear 
her Neighbours ſpeak in commendations of him : And now the 
Lad being grown up, and underſtanding what the tenderneſs of 
a Mother means, the Mother juſtly expects ſome returns anſwe- 
rable to the mighty exprefitons of her love : but we ſee too 
often thar when all theſe pains are taken, and all this induſtry 
and care 1s beſtow 'd, and the kind Mother hopes that the mea- 
ſure of his love to her will be good meaſure preſi'dy and ſhaker 
together, and running over; behold the inhumane wretch, Viper 
like preys upon the bowels that did feed and nouriſh him, 
grows ſurly to her that bare him, and 1t 1s not all her fre that 
can kindle any reciprocal faxes in his breaſt 5 and thus he that 
was expected to have bcen her greateſt comfort, proves her 
ſcourge , and the Sfaf7 that in her old age was to ſupport her, 
turns into a Serpert to hiſs at her, and to ſtzrg her. Hewhom 
ſh< lock'd upon as her glory, becomes her ſhame and he whom 
once ſhe d1d rejoyce in, brings her down with torrow into her 
orave. And this it's like Eve had experienc'd in her eldeſt Son 
Cir, and therefore when Avel was born ſhe call'd him vanity, 
for that's the true import of tie name, Gem, 4+ 2. 


Auguſtus 


| ur | Gans | 


Auguſizz at laſt is forced toput that Daughter from his fight 
whom formerly he look'd upon with a favourable eye, and her 
lewdneſs makes him hate that name which once he delighted in. 
Abſolom, formerly his Fathers Darling, at laſt invades his Crown 
and Scepter, and the indulgent Prince lives to ſee that Son he 
doted on, attempt his Iife, and defile his Bed. And ſuppoſe 
the kind Son with Corzolanys doth that for his Mother, which 
neither the Peoples tears, nor the Senators prayers could effect; 


_ * and with Cotte reſcues his Father from death, yet the loſles, 
. reproach , diſgrace, and diſaſters which often befall even the 


molt dutifu] and beſt natur'd Children make wounds in their 
Parents breaſts. And thus thele certain cares and vuxncertain com: 
forts by the inſtability and mutability of their condition pro- 
claim to the world, that they are but Vanity. 

And having thus with as much brevity as the ſubje& would 
bear, led you to a proſpect of the vanity, the creature is in- 
volv'd in, I muſt not diſmiſs you without ſome practical re- 
flections. 

We ſee how neceſſary Illumination of Gods holy Spirit 
is in matters of Religion 3 without it the generality of men Ix3io7- 
like, embrace a Cloud for Jn»0, and are fo far from ſecing vas 
nity in the creature, that they do ſecurely build Tabernacles here, 
and make the creature their higheſt and their chiefeſt good, which 
was only intended for ſtairs to raiſe them into contemplation 
of the glory, and goodneſs, and power of their Maker. This 
irradiation from above, the conſequent of earneſt prayers, clari- 
fies the mind, diſfels the clouds and miſts that are upon it, 
reaches the Soul to examine the inſide of things, as well as the 
outfide, and by that means to diſcover the cheat , if there be 
any in the alluring objectz and where this day-ſpring doth not 
viſit the mind, men muſt neceſlarily continue in ignorance and 
folly, and ca'l darkneſs light, and light darkneſs, and count that 
gold which is nothing: but guilded braſs, and look upon that as 
fatisfaftory to their ſouls, which indeed leavs them empty and 
deſtitnte of proper food. It's for want of theſe beams, which he 
may be bleſſed withal , if he will. but open the door, and 

| | let 


m_y 


7321 
fet them in. Tt's for want of admitting theſe heavenly beams, I. 
ſay, that the Drunkard, the Laſcivious, the Proud, the Glutton 
laughs at the Preacher diſcourſing of vanity , becauſe he ſees 
not with our eyes, and his intellect is not ſo clear as ours; there- 
fore he thinks that warty a fable : and how ſhould he perceive 
it, whoſe eyes of underſtanding are not enlightned into contem- 
plation and obſervation of the nature,quality, imperfection, and 
inſufficiency of all fublunary objects : So that we may ſpeak our 
ſpirits away into the Air, and read all Solowor's Eccleſiaſtes to 
him, and wedo but talk to him as we doto a blind man of Co- 
lours, he hears our notions, but like empty notions they go in at 
one ear. and out at another. 

Vanity, faith the Sinner ! I know nothing that's more ſolid, 
more pleaſing, or more charming, than thoſe Riches, and Ho- 
nours, and Pleaſures, and the other comforts you brand with an 
odious name. Theſe are things I can graſp and feel, and I know 
the ſatisfaction they will afford, my eyes ſee how happy theſe 
things make the men that can creep out of duſt, and advance 
| themſelves above the common Level 3 I have not ſeen that glo- 
rious Eternity you ſpeak of, nor was I ever wrapt up with Saint 
Paul into Paradiſe; Inever took q view of thoſc Ipiritual Crowns 
and Scepters, you talk of. Shall T leave a certain ſatisfaction for 
I know not what? fora thing uncertain and outof ſight 2 Theſe 
outward conveniences I fee muſt help me in cliſtreſs3 andif I hope 
for eaſe and content, 1t muſt ariſe from theſe. It's not a Notion 
I can feed upon; and I may ſtarve 1f I have nothing but your 
ſpiritual food to rely on. It's the World, as you call it, that 
muſt refre{h. maintain, and feed me : Andit's but reaſon it ſhould 
have my choiſeſt thoughts and fictions : And do you charge 
that with Vanity, which alone deſerves my induſtry and care ? 

And doeſt thou ta'k like a man of reaſon, Sinner? If a Beaſt 
could ſpeak, would rot this be his Janguage ? Hath God given 
thee no higher facn!tivs 2 Hath not he endow'd thee with nobler 
deſires? Are theſe or ard Goods indeed the things thou chu- 
ſeſt for thy treaſure? How brutiſh 1s thy Sou), that thou canſt 
fancy any proportion bet wixt that and the Creature! Haſt = 
aſoul 
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a ſoul capable of grafping a God, and doſt thou run into the em- 
braces of an Idol 2 Thy ſoul wants an Everlaſting object ; and 
are theſe the things that will endure for ever 2 Thy ſoul muſt 
have an all-ſufficient Being in her arms! and are theſe Bytterflies, 
that periſh in the handling, fit to ingroſs thy affections? Thy Soul 
muſt have an Anchor that cangiveitreſt, and will theſe thorns 
and bryars do it? Thy Soul muſt have an individual companion 
that will never leave it nor forſakeit, and will theſe deceitful 
props ſtand by it at the great Tribunal 2 Thy Soul muſt have a 
friend that muſt conduit to Everlaſting Manſions , and will theſe 
miſerable comforters, that ſhake hands with it at the brink of E- 
ternity, ſerve for guides ? | 

Rouſe, ronſe thy {l1mbering Soul , vain Man, and let not 
thine eyes be always ſhut. Thy blindnets is not incurable; if thou 
wilt not ſtand in thineown light, thou maiſt ſee through all theſe 
Wadows, and burſt theſe entanglements. There 1s certainly Va- 
nity in the Creature, and God will diſcover it to thee, if thou 
wilt but call upon him with the ſame earneſtneſs that blind 
Bartimeus uſed to Chriſt Jeſus. God is pleaſed with the cry 
of him that longs to be deliver'd from his miſery. O the wonders 
ful difference that 1s betwixt an illuminated and darkned under- 
ſtanding ! One pztzes the Creature, the other a4rires itzone looks 
upon it with fears in his eyes, the others heart /eaps at the fight 


of it for joy one #ſ*s it ſoverly, the other guts himſelf with its 


one ſees ſo much of its weakneſs as drives him from this barren 
Wilderneſs to make his neſt among the ſtars of Heaven, the 
other ſo adores its beauty that he can be contented to ſweat and 
toll, and labour inits ſervice for ever 3 one ſalutes It as a ſtran- 
ger, the other embraces it as a wife 5 one [ook beyond it, the 
other fixes his eyes upon It asit he werein an ecſtaſie, 

So great a difference doth Illumication makes and indeed 
without ity you mult needs continue ſtrangers to God's defigns 
and your own duty; you walk in the dark and fee not how the 
Devil impoſes upon you, how your Luſts cheat you, and how 
the World cozens you, how far yourun from Heaven, and how 


near the burning Lake you come3 yourun on blindly upon Eter- 
nity, 
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nity, and delude your ſelves with a few formalities of Religion, 
you know not how the caſe ſtands betwixt Ged and your own 
ſouls, and cannot avoid falling into errors you prepare for end- 
leſs ſorrows, and make way for bitter, though vain lamenta- 
tions at laſt: O that T had. known in my day what belonged unto 
21y peace {| but it was hid from mine eyes : You delay your con- 
verſion, becauſe you know not the great importance of it, and 
make light of that v hich, were your eyes but open'd, would 
make you tremble to think what pains you have taken to pro- 
cure your Own ruine. 

Il. Aer, Fathers, and Brethren, If you do believe that the 
Creature is {ubjeCt to Vanity, Ict me intreat you to act hike men, 
that dobelieve it. Let your faith be known by your works, 
and let's but ſee you live like perfons that do deſpiſe this Vanity 
and ſeek a better World. When the primitive Chriſtians (O 
happy, O blefled times !) gave out that they look'd upon this 
World as vain and tranſttory,their enemies ſaw that they were in 
good earneſt when they ſaid fo, for they ſaw them forget what 
was behind them, andpreſ(s tyuwards the mark for the high prize 
cf God's calling 1n Chriſt Jelus. They ſawit, and thought them 
mad. They faw how thev fled from the ſatisfaftions of this 
World into flames, as if thoſe were the fiers chariots, they were 
preud to ride to Heaven in. 

Their faith lay not in talking , and as they believed the 
Creature to be ſubject to vanity, ſo they raiſed their thoughts 
from Earth to Heaven, and lived as much above the World 
as mortality would give them leave. They made no more of 
the honors and preferments of this life, when inconfiſtent with 
God's honor and a good conſcience, than they did of glaſles and 
rattles, and the Prince that off:red them riches to be enamour'd 
with Vanity asrmuch as he, wasrepuls'd this Heroick anſwer Ot- 
fer theſe things to Children, and not to Chriſtians, 

They made their houſes Oratories, and their dwelling-places 
were but {15 many Churches, where yoa might hear the praiſes 
of God reſounding day and night. The husband-man that fol- 
low'd his Plough, fancied himſelf in Heaven, and ſung Pſalms 
as 
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as cheerfully as if he had been placed in the Quire of Angels : 
The injuries they ſuffer'd for the teſtimony of Jeſus, they ſmiled 
at, and they that had an incorruptible Crown tolook after, juſt- 
ly thought it below them to be concern'd at the ſlanders and re- 
proaches of a poor envious World; as if Heaven had been the 
Countrey from which they had been baniſh'd, and which they 
hoped they ſhould be ſhortly reſtored unto , they made all the 
proviſion they could for it, ſecured the riches of another World, 
and beſtowed a great part of their goods on Chriſt's diſtreſſed 
members, becauſe they knew they ſhould find them again after 
a few years in Heaven : They believ'd Chriſt's promiſes, and 
looking upon him as the Son of God, they had as great a confi- 
dence that they ſhould be recompenced in the Reſurrection of 
the juſt, asif they had the reward already in their hands. 

They could keep acalm and ſerene mind under the wars and 
tumultsof this world; and while men raged about them, they fed 
upon peace of conſcience, and jay in the Holy Ghoſt. They uſed 
the World as if they uſed it not, and one might ſee that they 
had practically learnt the great Leſlon, You cannot ſerve God and 
Mammon. This Earth they looked upon as a deſert, and their 
perpetual wiſhes were, When ſhall we come to appear before God 
i Sion! Thegreat things of this World, which their Heathen 
neighbours magnified, they madelight of; and well might they 
renounce 'the glorics of this Earth, when they were aſſured 
from the Word of God that they had a greater inheritance laid 
up for them in God's Paradiſe. They regarded not the cenſures 
of their carnal friends and relations, and were contented to be 
made a ſpeftacle to the World, and to Ange's, and to Men. 
They rejoyced when they could expreſs their love to Chriſt, and 
were troubled when the World made any encroachment upon 
their affeftions. They denied themſelves in all ſupertluities, that 
they might have the more to give topious uſes 3 nay, would not 
allow themſelves conveniencies, that they might be in a better 
Capacity to cloath the Naked. They ſtooped to the meaneſt 
offices, and were not aſhamed to converſe with men of the loweſt 


rank, as with Brethren. They laid aſile their grandenr, to obey 
| the 
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the precepts of the Goſpel, and would not ſuffer any outward 
reſpeftsto take them off from a cloſe adherence xo God's will. 
They would viſit Hoſpitals, and with their own hands dreſs 
meat for them that lay upon the bed of Languifhing. This 
World ſeem'd ſo contemptible to them, that they prayed 
day and night to be deliver'd from it 3 and it might be tru- 
ly ſaid of them , that the World was cracified unto them, 
and they unto the Worldz And thus they deſpis'd the warity 
of theſe ſublunary cbjects, and by deſpiſingy beliew'd it. 

Diſparage not your great immortal Souls, Beloved Hear- 
ers3 they are capable of another happineſs than this World 
can afford; and when God hath provided for them Angels 
food, and bread of Heaven, why ſhould you feed them 
with traſh and huſks to impoveriſh and weaken them for 
ever ? | 

Ariſe Chriſtians » and depart, for here is not your Reſt. 
Advance into yonder regions of Bliſs, and live there where 


| you may hope to live for ever. Let the World be your 


Slave, and God your only Maſter. Let it not be ſaid that 
your Souls are ſubject to Vanity as well as your Bodies , and 
do ſomething to convince the World that you dare to have 
your converſation in Heaven. The Creature was made ſub- 
ze&t unto Vanity, on purpoſe that you might flee away from 
it, and breath after a more ſolid good. Will you do leſs 
than Pagans? Will you fall ſhort of Men that never heard 
the Goſpel? Will you fink beneath thoſe that never had a- 
ny other light but what the glimmering Candle of Nature 
gave them ? Can you fee Philoſophers contemn this Vanity , 
and dare you be 1n love with it? Shall a Diogenes, to ſhew 
how little theſe things, which ſenſual men admire, ought to 
be valued , take as much delight in his Tb, as Xerxes in 
his Babylon, and in dry bread, as much as Smindyrides in his 
ſauces 3 in ordinary ſpring-water, as much as Cambyſesin his r7- 
cher fountains 3 11 common Swr-ſhine, as much as Sardanapalns 
in his purplez in his ſtaff, as much as Alexander in his Spear 
and in his 2a/et, as much as Creſws in his treaſures 2 Shall a 
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Pagan look on theſe outward glories as unworthy of his af- 
fections, and, will you ſuffer yours to be entangled with 
them? Shall a Plato, a Socrates, an Ageſilaus » a Spartar , 
Jook upon theſe outward things as droſs and dung, trample 
them under his feet, look upon them between anger and 
ſcorn, and think it below a Creature made after the image of 
Cod, to dote on Earth, and duſt; and cath you that pre- 
tend to have /earr'd Chriſt, and pretend to be followers of 
the humble ſelf-denying Je/as, come behind Heathens, whom 
Fou call Blind and Wretched 2 Will not they be your Judges 
one day? Will not their temperance and abſtinence condemn 
your greedinecſs after theſe periſhable obj-&s 2 Will not they 
ihame you , that did more by the ſircrgth of nature, than 
you with all the encouragements of the Holy Ghoſt? Will 
not this aggravate your neglect, and change your Rods 1n- 
to Scorpions Will not this make your. furnace hotter? Will 
Rot this fill your faces with greater confuſton > Will God let 
your unprokcableneſs under the richeſt means of grace go unpu- 
niſh'd 2- And doth tie cleareſt manifeſtation of Heaven add 
no weight to your guilt and- itubborneſs? If you turn the 
| grace of God into wantonneſs, will God piiy with it, do you 
[27;4. Olcey, think, as you do? It was a Mhometarn King, could caulc ine 
|Roſar.ppſ= following words to be written upun the Gates of his Plea- 
"ihe fete # ſare-houſe, and the ſtory ſaith his Life was anſwerable to 
the grave Sentences. This World will not continue longs it's 
pride and luſtre will ſoon be gone. Remember, Brother , and 
apply thy heart to him, who only intended this World for our 
Inn. Letnot thy life be united to this bittcr- ſweet, for it hath 
drawn in many; firſt jeſied with them, and then butchered 
them. Tf thy Soul can but come away from her priſon, pure 
| and undefiled, and reach the Alark,, it's no great matter whe- 
MI! ther thou dieſt ox a Throne, or 0n a Dung-hill. 
Wh O Chriſtians, delude not your own ſouls , God 1s relfolved 
they ſhall be withdrawn from this world while you live here, 
or they ſhall' never arrive to the inheritance of the Saints 1n 
light : God isrefolyed they ſhall be looſened from this Earth, 
EVEN. 
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even in the midſt of your ſtrength, and health, and plenty, and 
liberty, or they ſhall never aſcend his Holy Hill, Away then 
with thoſe fond conceits that glue your hearts to things below. 
Let God be the great and dear object of your ſouls. Let the 
rivers of your delight run all into that Oceaz. For him ſpend 
your ſtrength, your labour, and your care. Make room for him 
in your hearts, and whatever hath had ſupremacy or priority 
there, pull it down, and ſhew it the ruler it muſt for the time 
to come obey. Þreath after another Country where true and 
laſting pleaſures are, where the preſence of God makes hearts 
chearful, and raviſhes ſouls for ever; wherethe ſociety of An- 
gels gives content , and endleſs bliſs ſhuts out all imperfe&tion 
and vanity 3 and as they ſay of Bole/laus King of Poland, that he 
uſed to wear his Fathers Picture in his boſom, and whenever he 
was to do any thing of moment, hepull'd out the Picture, lookt 
upon it, and begg'd of God that he might do nothing unworthy 
of {o great, ſo good, fo wile a Father : ſo youy let the Land- 
skip of that celeſtial Country hang always before your eyes, 
and whatever you are doing, whether you are riſing or fitting 
down, whether you are walking or ſtanding, whether you are 
travelling or converſing with men, ſtill Jook upon that Poxr- 
traiture, and let this be your reſolution to do nothing unwor- 
thy of that Heaven you are aiming at. 

And then when you come to die, and no friend, no relation, 
no acquaintance, no riches, no honours, no children can give 
you eaſe 3 this remembrance, that your mind hath been en- 
deavouring to extricate 1t ſelf from the venity of the creature, 
and that you have lived like perſons, that have indeed looked 
for a City which hath foundations 3 this remembrance I fay wi]! . | 
give you eaſe, this will make you die with joy at the kiſs of | 7IÞ 
God, as the Jews ſiy of Moſes, and enable you to triumph over 203 
death, O Death where is thy ſting ! O Grave where 3s thy vidory! .. ro | 
But thanks be to God, that gives ws the vidory through onr Lord nyyiy, at 
Teſws Chriſt. | bas P 

THI. The Creature 3s made ſubjet nnto vanity but what ſhall jo 
we ſay tothoſe, that ſubject the creatureto greater vanity than 
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ever it vias condemn'd to. The Idolater, that melts his Gol, 
and makes a God of it, as the 7/7aelites in the Wilderneſs, breaks 
down the limits of that vanity, outdoes Adam that was the oc- 
cafionof it 3 nay, goes beyond the Jaudg, that doom'd that Gold 
to corruption. The Creatures labour under vanity enough, be- 
cauſe they cannot ſerve us in that innocence and integrity we 
once ſtood in, but to abuſe them, now they are under a ſtate 
of miſery, and to force them to ſerveus in our ſins, is a bondage 
which will bear witneſs againſt the daring ſinner in that days 
when God ſhall judg the fecrets cf mens hearts by the Goſpel of 
Feſus. Sinner, that wine thou abuleſt ro beſot thy underſtanding 
ſuffers violence from thee; thou doſt raviſh it ſerve thy luſts, and 
It groans as It were under thy oppreſiion, and thou makeſt it 
vainer than Heaven ever made it. God made it ſerviceable to 
thy infirmity, and intended it as a remedy againſt the weakneſs 
of thy naturez but when thou ſwalloweft it to deſtroy thy na- 
ture, to throw down the 5x, that which muſt guide thy 
ations, and ſhed diſcretion 1nto thy ſpeeches and converle 3 forceſt 
it to make thee a beaſt, and leave nothing in thee but the bru- 
ral part, indeed ſcarce to leave thee ſenſe and appetite; thou 
doſt offer greater inſolence to it than 4-202 did to Thamar. 
Surely every man is vanity, faith the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 39. 11. 
But he that tempts his neighbour to run with him into ex- 
ceſs of riot, Makes him worſe than vanity the Adulterer 
and Fornicator, that 1s reſtleſs till he hath careſſed his Mi- 
ſtreſs, as he calls her, to- conſent to_ his folly 5 The ill com- 
-panion that ſolicits his aſſociates to be lewd and prophane 
with him : ſuch perſons make the creature ſo vain, that a 
deyout ſoul cannot but ſtand amazed at the enterprize : vain 
indeed, for they double and treble its miſery; and he that 
entices his friend into ſin, makes him beſides his vanity a crea- 
#nre of the Devil, Fhe manbefore this fin was born to trouble 
as the ſparks fly upward, but the ſin he is drawn into makes 
his burden greater, increaſes his load, and makes his pond 
of vanity, a talent, and as if his weakneſs and frailty here on 
earth were too. little, ſinks him into He/,. and as if the curle of 
God- 
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God of old were too light a puniſhment, makes him obnoxious 
to Gods everlaſting malediction. 

And ſuch men muſt neceſſarily be of the firſt form in the 
Devils Kingdom 3 for theſe make Devils, help to increaſe the 
number of the Fiends, and are Famziliars, that make men fincl 
with them into endleſs torments. 

The Covetous , who confines his money to his Cheſt, and 
makes that lie ſtili in his Coffers, which like blood ſhould. have 
its czrculation, and as it is given him from Heaven, fhould re- 
turn to Heaven again by way of charity, and doing good, ſeems 
to be angry with God for giving that Creature ſo ſmall a touch 
of vanity 3 and therefore as if God had not made it frail enough, 
makes himſelf Gods Officer, renders the Dye deeper, drowns it in 
miſery, and inflidts vanity upon it with a witneſs, and Gods little 
finger he makes heavier than his loyns, for he warts 1n the mid(t 
of plenty, and is indigent, while he knows nat how to conſume 
that which he hath already : and this vanity increaſes if extor- 
tion and' oppreſiton joyn with it, and tempt hm to wade through 
Orphans tears, and Widows blood, through the neceſlities of the 
Fatherleſs, and through the cries and lamentations of the needy, 
to make his heap much greater and certainly, if the Creature is 
to be purged from its vanity by fire, it's but reaſon his body 
ſhould be the fewel, who hath loaded the Creature with ſo 
much vanity and miſery, and againſt Gods will and order too. 
His ſtripes will be juſtly doubled, for his fin was ſo, and he de- 
ſerves to be puniſhed, buth for his cruelty and diſobedience. 
The Scripture excludes fuch men from the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and good reaſon , for they are ſo given to vanity, that they 
would attempt to make Gocs Joys and Hallelxjahs ſo. 

IV. In the vanity of the Creatzre, let us behold our own, and 
whenever we take a view of the decay of terreſtrial glories, 
and ſee day die into night, and Summer into Winter, one hour, 
one moment into another, and herbs and plants ſhed their bloſ- 
foms, let us refle& upon our own death and departure hence. 
The Stoicks were 1n the right, when they defined Philoſophy or 
Religion to be a Meditation of death. He that is frequently = 
gaged. 
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gaged in ſuch meditations, embitters his ſenſual delights, cruſhes 
his fondneſs of the world, dares not live in thoſe fins which o- 
ther men allow themſelves in, and takes the readieſt way to over- 
come himſelf; for how ſhould he be enamoured with earth that 
looks upon himſelf as leaving of jt! and what delight can he 
take in the laughter of fools, or in jovial company, that expects 
every hour to be ſummon'd to the Bar of Chriſt ! how ſhould 


' he ſethis heart upon his Farm and Oxez, that looks every mo- 


ment to be call'd to give an account of his Stewardſhip, and 
knows not how ſoon the Arch- Angels Trumpet will ſuund, and 
the Judg of Quick and Dead awaken the world with his thun- 
dring voice, Ariſe ye dead, ant come to judgment. This even the 
Heathens were lo ſenltble of, that the Eg yp1zars, as every man 
knows, had a Sceletor, or Death's head ſet on amid(t their great- 
eſt dainties, and at their greateſt Feaſts, to check vain mirth , 
and to put their Gueſts in mind, what they were ſhortly to come 
to. This made the Patriarchs of old dig their Sepulchers in their 
Gardens, while their glory was yet freſh in them, that neither 
the pleaſure of a Garden , nor their buſineſs might take them 
off from a continual contemplation of mortalicy. This made o- 
thers order their Winding-ſheet to be carried before them 3 
others command their Servants to call to them every night they 
went to bed, That their life was ſpent for their going tollzep 
they looked upon to be but a kind of going to their Graves. 

Andindeed he that thus thinks of death, cannot beſurprized 
when it comes, for it 1s but what he look'd for, and when tt 
knocks at his Chamber doyor he can let 1t in, and embrace it as 
a welcome Meflenger with $i-zeo, Lord, now letteſt thou thy 
ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſcen thy ſalvation. 

V. In the varityiof the Creature, let ns take notice of the 0- 
diouſneſs of fin, and it's large demeric* : when God for mans 
fin hath ſubjc&ted the Creature unto var: ty , it ſhews what an 
abhorrency he hath from ſinful aCtions, an | how difpleaſed he 
1s wth tranſgrefſion of his Laws, in that he confines not the pu- 
niſhment to Man alone, but extends it to the Creatures, or to his 


Servants too. 
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To the generality of men fin ſeems but an inconſiderable 
thing, and they fancy God to be altogether ſuch a one as 
themſelves 5 they will not believe that ſin hath that poiſon in 
it, which all true penitents find, nor that there 1s that Hell init, 
when ever the Conſcience awakes, which Cai, and Sarl, and 
Judas found. They apprehend God childiſhly merciful, and 
becauſe he knows their frame forſooth , that they are frail and 
weak , he cannot be angry with them for not obſerving his in- 
jJunCtions. They make him a Being without juſtice, and though 
they could wiſh he would revenge their quarrel, whenever they 
receive any ſignal affront of their neighbours, yet they would 
not have him revenge their ingratitude to him, and becauſe 
they would not have him angry with them, therefore they be- 
lieve he will not 5 and from their looſe behaviour infer his good 
nature, and pleaſe themſelves with thinking that he will over- 
look their wilful errors, becauſe their nature abhors every thing 
that looks like pain and rorment. 

But theſe fancies, Sinner, are ſo far from extenuating, that 
they but aggravate thy folly. Alas! it 1s not thy unwillingneſs 
to ſuffer that will allay Gods wrath, nor thy tenderneſs to thy 
{If that will make him expreſs leſs hatred and indignation a- 
gainſt thee. IF unwillingneſs to endure pain were a ſufficient 
bar to juſtice, what Malefactor would be put to death ? and if 
this plea will not ſerve on Earth, ſure I am it will be infignifi- 
cant in the Court of Heaven and as light as ſin ſeems now, 
there will a time come when it will be weightier than Rocks 
and 24, untains. Though thou loſelt the ſenſe of it, yet God 
doth not forget the diſhonour done unto him by it 3 and when 
the monſtrous load ſunk the Son of God, and prefled him that 
was infinite into a ſu cat of blood, and made the immortal die: 
think what a preilure it will be for thy impenitent ſoul (for 
from ſuch Chriſt hath not taken away Gods anger) when the 


whole burden ſhall be thrown upon thee at the Revelation of 


the righteous judgment of God, | 

VI. Doth the whole Creation hope to be deliver'd from her 
bondage? Then lift up your heads, ye aourners of Sion, and 
learn. 
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learnto imitate the Creature in its hope. Doth the Creation as it 
were ſupport it ſelf with this hope from ſinking into its primitive 
Chaos, and cannot this hope of your everlaſting deliverance keep 
your hearts from fainting under the darkeſt providences? Behold 
the Husbandman waits for the precious ſruit of the Earth, and 
hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and the latter 
rain, Jac. 5.7. Youlow in tears now, the day will come when 


you ſhall reap in joy ! It's but a little while, and he that ſhall come, 


will come : Tne hope of a Kingdom keeps a captive Prince from 
murmuring, and ſhould not the hopes of that Kingdom which 
fades not away, bear up your ſpirits againſt deſpair ? Have you 
fought rhe good fight ſo long, and will you give over now? Are 
you within reach of the Crown, and will you lay down your 
weapons? Are you within fight of the Haven, and will you ſuf- 
fer ſhipwrack ? Behold that Jelus, who was dead and is alive, and 
is the Kingof the Princes of the Earth, is haſtening to your re- 
ſcuez youll ſee him ere long coming in the clouds of Heaven, and 
all his holy Angels with him, your afflictions then will all be chan- 
ged into Eternal Freedom, your waters of 27:rah into rivers of 
delight, which make glad the City of God, your priſon intoper- 
fe&t liberty, your Lions Den into a Palace, your fiery Furnace 
into the light of God's countenance, your Dungeon into Hea- 
ven, your poverty into plenty, your ſickneſs into Eternal health, 
your loſſes into ſolid poſſeſſions, your ſhackles into kiſſes, your 
fetters into the kindeſt embraces, your bryars into glory, your 
thorns intoa Crown. | 

O joyful day, when thiscorruptible ſhall put on incorruption, 


. and this mortal ſhall put on immortality.and your rags be changed 


into ſplendid robes! Who would not ſuffer a while toenter into 
that reſt! Who would be afraid of being deſtitute, tormented, 
afllicted, when theſe ſtorms are all to expire into Eternal Sun- 
ſhine ! The Spirit and the Bride, ſay, Comes and let him that 
hears, ſay, Comes Even ſo, Come Lord Jeſus ! 

Having thus led you from the Creature to the Creator, I muſt 


crave leave to lead you back again from the Creator to the 


Creature, viz. To the party deceaſed. And here I could wiſh 
I 
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I were able to give you that account of her Life and deportment, 
which in all probability you expect upon this occafion;But when 
ſhall have told you, that it was not my happineſs to be acquainted 
with her before ſhe died, you'll ſoon pardon my ſilence in her 
Commendations3z And yet I dare not be fo injurious to her Me- 
mory, as to conceal the Character , which thoſe that knew her 
intimately, werepleaſed to give of her. Her Piety it ſeems was 
reat and early, and her Soul big with Devotion in an Age 
which is expoſed to the greateſt Temptations, What Solomon 
learn'd by fad experience in his latter years, ſhe practiſed in the 
daysof her youth3 and the fear of God which he found to be the 
only true happineſs, when he had run through al! the riſks of ſin, 


ſhe embraced beforeſhe had taſted any of the Worlds pleaſures. 


She no ſooner came to years of diſcretion, but ſhe ſaw that her 


oreateſt intereſt lay in loving God, and underſtood that to re- 
member her Creator, before the evil days do come, was the: 


greateſt prudence and policy. As young as ſhe was, hereyes were 
fix'd upon a better World, andit was hard toſay which had her 
oreateſt care,God's glory, or her own Salvation. Her affeCtion to 
Goodneſs appear'd in her, when Vice begins to flouriſh in other 
perſons, and ſhe began to ſhoot out buds of Grace, when others 
look upon't as a piece of neceſlity to run out into Sin and Vanity. 
The Word of God wasthe food, her Soul dclighted in, and ſhe 
thought no proviſion comparable to the Bread of Life, which feeds 
men into Eternal content and ſatisfattion, She had learn'd, that 
God was one that did hear Prayers, and to addreſs her {elf to him, 
was not the leaſt part of her employment. Inthele tender years ſhe 
was already arriv'd to that knowledg,which Philoſophers former- 
ly attained not unto, ti]l they. weregrown aged, and was become 
Miſtreſs of the greateſt vertues at atime, when others are apt to 
laugh at ſtrictneſs and ſeverity as a mellancholy humor. She had al- 
ready learn'd to ſcorn reproaches for Righteouſneſs ſake, and did 


clearly appreherd that her greateſt glory muſt be Religion and 


God's favoor. At thoſe years when others hardly know what Hea- 
ven means, ſhe had already fe]t it in her Soul, and ſhe could gueſs 


at what Angels did above by her praiſing and magmtfying the. 
| F __ beauty. 


"on 20). POS ro mo Reins OR A errno. 
a a. a 


'beauty and bounty of her Maker. The fruits of the Spirit which 


are notleen in others before hfry, appeared in her at eighteen, 
and thejoys of the Holy Ghoſt, which are not counted wodifh 


till fourſcore, became familiar to her,as ſoon as her reafon beganto 


exert it [c]f into ation. She had already practiled to lay up her 
treaſure in Heaven, and as if ſhe had foreknuwn her death, ſhe 
made preparation for it at atim2, when others make proviſion 


for theflcſh to fulfil the luſts thereof; 


W hat would this Plant have cometo, if it had grown up to its full 
height and ſtature, anc how glorious would this Tree have been, 
if it had been permitted to ſpread its branches like the Cedars in 
Lebanon.She that did already, like Aarozs rod. bud and bloflom, 


and bear fruit 3 how rich vwould the fruit have been, if it had been 


warm'd {ome years longer by the Sun of Righteouſneſs ? But the 
flower wastoo coſtly for this valley of tears, and the ſoil here 
below too courle for this curious Plant to thrivein; God there- 
fore cropt it to tran(plant it into Paradiſe, and withdrew it from 


the eyes of men, becauſe it was a fitter ſpeCtacle for Angels. 
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